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Lives of Typical Americans

Continusd from Preceding Page. The welfare of the country is squarely up
to us as individuals. That is where it
should be and that is where it Is safest.,
“There can be no greater absurdity and |
no greater disservice to humanity in gen-

|
eral than to insist that all men are equal. |
|

both In form and in substance. The title
page shows that he has been assisted In Its
composition by Mr. Samuel Crowther, who
is an Eastern newspaper man resident on
Long Island, and the author of a *“Life of
George W. Perkins.” We should be better |
able to appraise the literary ability of Mr.
Ford if we knew what parts of the book |
proceeded from his pen and what parts
were written by Mr, Crowther. As it is, we | service. My effort is in the direction of
can only compare the style to that of a| simplicity. | do not mean that we shall
journalistic free lance, clear, direct, dog-| adopt freak styles. There Is no necessity
matic and onally hreezy and slashing. | for that, Clothing néed not be a bag with
There is no doubt left in the mind of the|a hole cut in it"

reader as to what the author means, Such are some of the sentiments of a|
whether it be Ford who is speaking or | captain of Industry who is popular enough
Crowther. He tells us that Henry Ford|in his own Slate to be considered as a
was born at Dearborn, Mich., on July 30, possible not to say probable nominee for
1863; that it was life on his father's farm | the Presidency in 1924, Thelr bearing on

Men cannot be of equal service.

“Money ch is not busi . It is the
function of business to produce for con- |
sumption and not for money or speculation.
Money comes naturally as the result of

that impelled him to devise wayd and
means of improving transportation; thatl
u gasoline buggy which ran satisfactorily
in 1883 was his first motor car, and that on
May 31, 1921, the Ford Motor Company
turned gut car No. 5,000,000! He then goes
on to propound and illustrate the principles
and methods which have made the Ford
automobile industry the most successful of
uny In the world. The book might well
fulfill the office of a manual of business
aphorisms—it is so full of advice and in-
struction based on actual observation and
parsonal experience in the successful con-
duct of a mighty industry. Here sre a
foew of Henry Ford's more striking proposi-
tons:

“The primary functions are agriculture,
manufacture and transportation. As long
ns agriculture, manufacture and transpor-
tation survive, the world can survive any
economic or social change. Business is
merely work. Speculntion in things already
produced—thuat is not business. It is just
more or less respectnble graft. But it can-
not be legislated out of existence. Laws
can do very little.

“Business Is mnot the reason
United States was founded. The Declara- |
tion of Independence is nol a business |
charter, nor is the Constitution of the |
United States a commercial schedule, Thu:
United States—its land, people, Govern- |
ment and business—are but methods by
which the life of the people is made worth
while. We cannot live without business
and we cannot live without government.

why the

the fitness of a candidate depends largely
on the question whether they were per-
sonally formulnted by him or have merely
been adopted by him after being formu-
luted by another.

it is an interesting coincidence to find
mention of John Burroughs in the auto-
biography of Henry Ford. One bond of
sympathy between the two men was their
love of birds. There are five hundred bird
houses on the Ford farm, including a mar-
tin house called the Hotel Pontchartrain,
which contains seventy-six apartments.
This testifies to the childlike simplicity of
Henry Ford's tastes. Notwithstanding his
celebrated peace ship, he denies that his
opposition. to war is based upon pacifiem
or any doctrine of non-resistance. He
merely contends that fighting never settles
international disputes. *“It only gets the
participants around to a frame of mind
where they wiil agree to discuss what they
were fighting about.” But if nothing but
war will do this, how can war be dis-
pensed with, unless international disputes
are to be interminable? However this may
be, Henry Ford's patriotism in the late |
war can hardly be doubted. As soon as |
the United States went in every facility of
the Ford industries was put at the disposal
of the Government. In service on the bat-
tle fronts, ringing the wounded into |
gafety, no other instrumentality was equal ‘
to the Ford car

Patriotism has never been lacking in
any one worthy to pe considered a repre-
sentative American.

H G. Wells's Short World f{—iétbfy

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE WORLD. By

H, G. Wells. The Macmillan Company.

HE latest offering of H. G. Wells to |
this eager planet is "A Short His-
tory of the World” It is intended

for those who have lese time, nol to say
less money, than those who bought “The
Outline of Hislory." As Mr. Wells makes
haste to assure his admirers in the preface,
the new book “is not an abstract or con-
densation of that former work.” This, he
gays, is a “much more generalized history, |
planned and written afresh.” It t‘nntaixm|
427 pages of large type on heavy i:.'ltlan—I
dered paper and is illustrated with hun-i
dreds of maps and half-tones,

As might be expected, Mr. Waolls iz at
his best in the early stages of his story. |
He 8 a zoologist, a biologist and a dream-
er: and a writer with these gualifications
is well suited to reconztruet the prehistoric
drama. If there Is in the audience a tired I
business man who would like to have tuldl
to him in simple and swiftly running lan- |
guage the story of the earth’s early strug- |
gles to amount to something we can rec- |
ommend the new Wells hook:as a first |
class plece of goods. It's & great life lr|
you don't weaken, Nature Kept saying to
the earth for two hillion years—perhaps
longer. Mr, Wells admits—and here we are. |

A careful reading of these early chapters
& to be recommended to impatient people—
the kind that try to beat the traffic sys-
tem. Why hwery? 8 the reaction of the |
roader after he learns from Mr. Wells that
the Age of Reptiles lasted eighty millirmi
vears, Wells thinks that toward the end |
of that period the dinosaurg and the flying |
ligards must have felt confident of rnnnn-;‘
wing prosperity. And then Fate, or Na-
ture, or whatever you wish to call it, froze
them all to death, What To
watch something for eighty million years |
and then “You won't do, after all"”

patience!

By

Anyway, the diplodocus can't complain
that it didn't have time to make good.
While he is dwelling on the very distant
past Mr. Wells {= guaranteed to thrill the
tired business man on every page, He

| puts the sabre tooth tiger and the woolly
| rhinoceres through their paces, He shows |

the Neanderthal and Piltdown men as per-
haps they were. It is only when he ar- |
rives at that part of history which con- |
tains persons with family names tha! the
reader sees that Wells is a better scientist
than a historian. He rebels at some of
the high lights In history—and then pro-
ceeds to paint others in, The human im-
agination, he declares, has been stirred out
of all proportion by the figure of Julius
Cmsar. Maybe that is so. The old Roman
roads and Mr, Shakespeare have kept
Juliug's memory alive for more years, per-
haps, than he deserved. But In the same
breath Mr. Wells tells us about Lucullus |
conquering Asia Minor and pemnetrating m|
Armenia, later to retire with great wealth
into private life. Most of the readers of‘
history nowadays would rather know just
how Lucuilus had his cooks prepare llmﬂ-\
|

nips and spinach.

Trajan, Mr. Wells takes palns to tell us,
crosted the Buphrites, For what purpose
and with what result? the tired business
man may afk. And If a history of the
world needs 1o say that Trajan crossed the
Euphrates, should it not contain at least
three lines explaining the method by which
another soldior, named Grant, wore down
the Confederate armies and saved the
Union which fifty years later saved Eu-
rope?

Mr. Wells tells us, and there is no ob- |
Jection to it, that in the fourth century
Stilicho, the presided the
armies of Italy and Pannonin. Hul was 1t
not quite as important to the fortune of

vandal, < ver

Cantinwed on Following Page.

Letters of James
Gibbons Huneker .

Edited with a preface by
JOSEPH HUNEKER

“Letters which tell a story of pathos and beauy and

brilliance . . . My Copy of the Letter lies beside me brist-

ling with littde scraps of paper marking pages which cry

to be quoted from They are the Letters of a true cos-

mopolite. They are the woof of a life which was a rare
tapestry.”

—Fanny Buitcher in the Chicago Tribune.

“Here is the real Hugeker his friends knew so well—
the Huncker who struggled for half a century for all the
arts . . . and who never lost his faith in humanity.”

—Philadelphia Record.
With photogravure fromtispiece. $£3.50 at all bookstores.
CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, Fifth Ave., Nsw York.

DEFINITIONS

By Henry S. Canby

Twenty-nine essays in contemporary criti-
cism and studies of significant writers, by
the editor of The Literary Review of the
N. Y. Evening Post.

“Certainly one of the best expressions that have

been given of the conception of literature as a
function of society.”"—The Nation.

“Vigorous and courageous.”—Philadelphia Ledger.
“Amazing good sense.”—The Independent.

$2.00

Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1 W. 47th St., N. Y.

HEYWOOD BROUN ALSO RECOMMENDS

BLACK PAWL

GHe says that it is all the jacket says it is.
And The New York Herald says it is impossible to improve upon
the jacket in this case. “A frank, bold and straightforward slice
of real, vivid, red-blooded life. It is—it is™

GAnd the Duluth Herald calls it, “A tale of storm and struggle, of
human passions wilder than the sea in a hurricane, of the torment
and conquest of a strong man’s soul. .. that again establishes Ben
Ames Williams as a master of the knack of spinning sea stories
that grip and hold.”

Read it! Read “Evered,” also. Both are by

BEN AMES WILLIAMS

At all bookstores, 1 FIFTH .
$2.00, postage extra. E. P. Dutton & Company NEW YORR

For the Joy of Childhood

VISIT JOHN MARTIN'S BOOK ROOM FOR CHIL-

DREN and make the acquaintance of the BEST
book friends for r children. You will find books
of all publishers beautifully displayed and courteously pre-
sented. John Martin solves vour Christmas problems.
JOHN MARTIN’'S BOOK—The Child’s Magazine
A heart-to-heart friend and wise playmate for children three
to eleven. A monthly magasine printed in colors, which is a
perfect book. Subscription $4 2 year; $4.50 foreign and Canadian.
o]

our mame to receive a free copy of JOHN MARTIN'S

Semd
BLUE LIST OF BEST READING FOR CHILDREN,

ELEANOR HALLOWELL ABBOTT'S new book
Fairy Prince
And Other Stories by the Author of
“Molly Make-Believe,”” **Old-Dad,” etc.

Here is a sure cure for the blues —Eleanor Hallowell Abbott
at her lightest and most amusing —a simple, jolly book, with
all of the charm and happy persuasiveness which the author
knows so well how to employ.

500, Ritase autra. Published by E. P. DUTTON & C0.




